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Cooper: No school for at least 
2 weeks, no mass gatherings 


ROBERT WILLETT rwillett@newsobserver.com 
Gov. Roy Cooper announces an executive order Saturday in Raleigh 


to stop mass gatherings of more than 100 people, and he directs that 
K-12 public schools across the state close for at least two weeks. 


BY LUCILLE SHERMAN 
AND T. KEUNG HUI 


lsherman@newsobserver.com 
khui@newsobserver.com 


With the number of North 
Carolina COVID-19 — the dis- 
ease caused by the novel coro- 
navirus — cases at 25 as of Sat- 
urday evening, Gov. Roy Cooper 
in a press conference an- 
nounced an executive order to 
stop mass gatherings of more 
than 100 people. He also direct- 
ed that K-12 public schools 
across the state close for at least 
two weeks, beginning Monday. 

The announcement comes 
just hours after Wake and John- 
ston counties decided to close 
schools through March 27. 


“These decisions will also be 
tough on working parents and 
children who get their meals at 
school,” Cooper said. “We are 
working on efforts to deal with 
these challenges.” 

Cooper said he has appointed 
an education and nutrition 
working group, with officials 
from the Department of Health 
and Human Services, the De- 
partment of Public Instruction, 
the State Board of Education 
and schools “to come up with 
smart solutions for safe child- 
care, meal service and other 
equity issues.” 

In particular, Cooper said, the 
state is focusing efforts on chil- 
dren of front-line healthcare 
workers. The work group in- 
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Three-year-old Naomi Reeves poses for a family portrait with her sister Kathryn, 6, and their parents Bethany and Jared on Saturday in 
Raleigh. Because of Naomi’s compromised immune system, Bethany is limiting Naomi’s social interaction during the spread of COVID-19. 


As COVID-19 interferes, 
family adjusts to threat 


“Ma’am we don’t have any,” 


BY ADAM WAGNER the pharmacist on the other end 
awagner @newsobserver.com of the line replied, “and I don’t 
think we’ll have any for a 
GARNER month.” 
Bethany Reeves knew this Bethany and Jared Reeves’ 


week would be different aftera 3-year-old daughter, Naomi, 
Tuesday phone call to her phar- received a heart transplant when 


highly susceptible to colds, the flu 
and COVID-19, the illness caused 


by the new coronavirus. They 
need the hand sanitizer so they 
and their older daughter, Kath- 
ryn, can protect Naomi. 

The product is important 
enough to Naomi’s health that 
the Reeveses installed a dis- 
penser just inside the family’s 
front door; visitors must use it 
before entering the two-story 


home. So when Bethany learned 
the sanitizer would be missing 
from their local pharmacy for at 
least a month, the hunt was on. 

North Carolina identified its 
first case of COVID-19 on March 
3. But it was this past week that 
the virus began unraveling the 
thread of daily life throughout the 
Triangle, whether it was the 
number of people working from 
home casting an eerie silence 
over downtown or the many 
grocery shoppers emptying 
shelves with an urgency more 
typically associated with an ap- 
proaching hurricane. 

And, yes, it was the week that 
some residents were able to let 
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tends to come up with innova- 
tive ways to support these fam- 
ilies. 

“School closings was an in- 
credibly hard and complex deci- 
sion,” Department of Health 
and Human Services Secretary 
Mandy Cohen said. “School 
closures have major conse- 
quences for families and com- 
munities that go beyond this 
virus. The governor has tasked 
my department, the Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
and the Department of Public 
Instruction to work together 
with stakeholders to make sure 
that our children have enough 
food to eat, families have op- 
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Share your stories, 
tips & questions 


As coronavirus cases grow in 
North Carolina, we’ve created 
a page on our website that 
contains all of our reporting 
on this developing story. The 
articles are listed in 
chronological order with the 
newest information at the top, 
making it easier to find what 
you're looking for. Read all 
coronavirus-related stories at 
bit.ly/NCvirus. 


If you have questions about 
coronavirus or our coverage, 
you can ask them at 
bit.ly/virusnc. We'll answer. 


Our coverage is for you and 
about you. How are you 
handling your daily life during 
this pandemic? How do you 
keep your family safe — and 
entertained? How are you 
coping with a coronavirus 
diagnosis, testing, 
self-quarantine? Tell your 
stories at bit.ly/homevirus. 


Read, ask your questions, tell 
your stories. We're listening 
and responding. 


— JANE ELIZABETH, 


MANAGING EDITOR 


BONUS CONTENT 


TAKING CARE 
DURING THE 
OUTBREAK 


For up-to-date news and 
cancellations, visit 
newsobserver.com. For 
information on what you 
need to know to take care 
of yourself and others 
during this pandemic, 
including what it’s like to 
have coronavirus and 
what you need if you are 
quarantined, go to the 
Coronavirus section of 
your eEdition, available 
behind the local sections, 
at newsobserver.com/ 
eedition. 


macist. she was four months old. Nao- 
“Hey, when I pick up the mi’s immune system is sup- 
meds, do you have any hand pressed to keep her body from 
sanitizer?” Bethany asked. rejecting the heart, leaving her 
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